
 
 

  

  

Hello Vic ,  

For our last email of 2022, we'd like to firstly wish everyone a very merry 
Christmas and a happy new year! We pray that the coming week is filled with 
joy and comfort of this wonderful season.   

Mark, our Regional Team Leader, has written a letter reflecting upon a well-
known Christmas song.  

"Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?  
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations?  

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb?  
That sleeping child you're holding is the great, I Am?"   

 
I love the words of this now well-known Christmas song and the thought 
provoking questions that the wonderful lyrics ask. But I am convinced that the 
answer to them is a resounding no! Mary did not know! When the angel Gabriel 
came and told her that she was going to have a very special baby what do you 
think her reaction would have been? Do you think she was happy because she 
somehow knew all that this baby would be and do? Again, the answer is no! 
She did not know!   

Like all people who meet angels in Bible stories she would have been terrified. 
She would have been confused, full of anxiety and left with many questions. 
How can this be? Isn't this impossible? Why is this happening to her? Who 
would believe her story? What will people say when she claims to be pregnant 
but still a virgin? How will she tell her parents and cope with the disbelief and 
possible look of disappointment in her father's eyes? What would she tell 
Joseph and how would he handle it? What would her friends and neighbours 
think when she began to show in a few months' time?   

No, Mary did not know, and the message of the angel had gigantic implications 
for her life.   

For Mary the Christmas story had real life impact, meant real cost and 
demanded real faith and trust. God's choice of her may have brought good 

 



news for all humanity, but also asked a huge amount of this young women's 
faith. So, if we accept the biblical story of Christmas, we no longer see Mary, 
Joseph and the shepherds getting a nice visit from an angel! We no longer see 
a nice daytrip to Bethlehem on a sweet little donkey. We no longer imagine the 
animals looking into the manager at the blond, blue eyed baby with a halo 
around his head.   

Instead, we see the awesome power of a supernatural God breaking into the 
world. We see him active in this world through his messengers and prophets 
causing people to fall to their knees in awe, fear and wonder. We hear of his 
plans and promises and see his power at work to produce miracles in the lives 
of ordinary people. This is the real Christmas story, and it is not nice, warm and 
cosy! It is a story that transformed the life of Mary and shook the world.   

And for those of us who believe it still has the power to transform our lives and 
shake our world. It is an astounding, world changing, costly and demanding 
story of the God who still breaks into people's lives today, breaks into their 
imaginations and plans shaking their world and transforming them and their 
futures forever.   

Whatever your situation this Christmas may you know the presence, power, 
and peace of Jesus.   
 
 
 

  

Please note that The EMBA Office will close for Christmas on Wednesday 21 
December 2022 and will re-open on Wednesday 4th January 2023.  If you need 
Association support during this time, please contact a Regional Minister.  
Contact details can be found here.  
Please find other EMBA news and events below.  

  

EMBA Events   



 

• EMBA Ministers Conference - Wednesday 8th - Friday 10th February 
2023. A great time to be together for worship - teaching - reflection - 
retreating - relaxation. Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Kate Coleman.  Book 
your place here. 

 

• The 2023 AGM will include a Special General Meeting of member 
churches to decide upon whether the Association accepts the newly 
Revised Articles of Association as its governing document going 
forward. As notified last week, we are now in a period of consultation 
with our member churches which will run until Wednesday 18 January at 
12noon.  As part of the consultation process, churches are invited to 
respond by email to consultations@embaptists.org.uk.  There will 
also be a 'Question and Answer Meeting' held on Tuesday 10 January at 
8pm on Zoom.   

For further information, please see the documents below:   

Church consultation_letter to churches_Dec 22.pdf  
EMBA - Memorandum and Articles - Apr 2014.pdf  
EMBA - Bye Laws - Apr 2014.pdf  
EMBA - Articles ACS amendments (draft v5 - clean)(12248474.1).pdf  
 



 

• EMBA Rooted. 1st March, 2023 at Queensberry Baptist Church, 
Nottinghamshire, NG6 0DG, 9.30am - 3pm. The day will be led by Corin 
Pilling the UK Director at Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries. With 
the pandemic in the background of our lives, we are facing new 
challenges in our ministry and communities. Is there a way of navigating 
our wellbeing beyond survival in this season? Join us for a day of 
exploration and prayerful reflection as we tackle these challenges 
together. Expect insights into the post-pandemic context, understanding 
factors that lead to burnout, and tools that increase our wellbeing, to 
help us lead in a context of high challenge and change. Book your place 
here.   To help with the administration of the day, please book by 
Monday 13 February 2023.   

 
• A gracious conversation on human sexuality – save the date! In 

response to the BUGB consultation taking place with churches and 
ministers early next year regarding marriage and human sexuality, the 
Association is planning a series of events to help our ministers and 
church leaders who wish to engage with this consultation to be able to 
do so in an informed and sensitive manner.  

To this end we are planning a series of events……    

We have invited the team from Fresh Streams to come and lead a 
theology day for us on Tuesday 18 April 2023.  The aim of this day will 
be to create a safe space where healthy, biblical, theological, balanced 
and gracious conversations can take place around this subject.  Please 
put this date in your diaries!  Venue and timings to be confirmed.  



We are also planning other events around this day aimed at helping 
ministers and church leaders facilitate pastorally sensitive conversations 
in their local churches as appropriate.  More details to follow in the new 
year.  

 
 
Events Around EMBA 
 

 
 

• Local Leader Training. Saturday 28th January 10:30am to 3:30pm on 
Zoom. Are you a local leader in need of stimulation and development in 
your own setting?  This new online offering by a partnership of Baptist 
Colleges might be just what you need. It's not expensive, but if the cost 
would prevent you attending, contact your Regional Minister. Booking 
can be made here. 

Dates to note for your diaries  

• 2023 EMBA AGM - Saturday 24 June 2023 at Melton Mowbray Baptist 
Church, Leicestershire. Further information to follow in due course.  

 
If you have any events happening at your church that you'd like us to 
include on our website, please get in touch.  
  
Other News  

• EMBA Safeguarding Training Programme . The 2023 training dates 
are now live and places can be booked. Please click here for further 
details of our 2023 training programme.  Please do keep checking the 
website, as new dates will be added as and when they are confirmed. 

• Good News Stories – Do you have something to share? We'd love to 
know if your church or local group is doing something in your community 
during the winter months, we'd love to hear of good news stories or just 
hearing the encouraging things the churches in our Association are 



doing. 

• There are a number of roles currently recruiting in our Baptist Family 
across the country.   

 
Southern Counties Baptist Association is advertising for a number of 
roles including a Regional Minister Team Leader. Find out more here. 

• The Crucible Course has a number of new courses starting in 2023 in a 
new hybrid model. Courses include After Christendom, On The Edge 
and Church Unplugged. To find out more about the course visit the 
website here. 

• First Friday. A new way to be resourced and supported with 
communications. The BUGB are running a new monthly Zoom-based 
gathering will begin in 2023, aiming to help anyone involved in 
communications across Baptists Together. Find out more here. 

• We are all feeling the impact of the cost of living crisis and many 
churches are doing all they can for their communities. One campaign 
that we have been shared is Warm Welcome, a coalition of Christian 
organisations with a mission to support organisations to open their doors 
and provide a warm welcome for those struggling to heat their homes 
this winter. Find out more here. 

• If you are running a Warm Space this winter, The BUGB have provided 
some safeguarding guides to ensure that running a warm space is a 



safe space. Find the guides on the BU website here. 

 
Again, we pray you have a blessed Christmas and a happy new year. Whatever 
your situation this Christmas may you know the presence, power, and peace of 
Jesus. Please find the teams contact details here if you need to get in touch 
with anyone.  

 
 
Blessings 
 
EMBA Team 
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